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Status 

1)S Responsive to communication(s) filed on 15 August 2001 . 
2a)n This action is FINAL. 2b)|3 This action is non-final. 

3) 0 Since this application is in condition for allowance except for fonnal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 
closed (n accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11 453 O.G 213 

Disposition of Claims 

4) M Claim(s) M is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above clalm(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) 0 Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) 13 Claim(s) 1^4 is/are rejected. 
?)□ Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) 0 Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) 0 The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)0 The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)n accepted or blQ objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
IDD The proposed drawing correction filed on Is: a)^ approved b)^ disapproved by the Examiner 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) 0 The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§119 and 1 20 

13) |g| Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)IElAII b)n Some^c)n None of: 

1 -□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2.n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. 

3.13 Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Staqe 
application from the Internationa! Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)) 

* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) 0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e) (to a provisional application), 
a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received, 

1 5) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121 
Attachment(s) 

1) ^ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4, Q summary {PTO-41 3) Paper Nc(s) 

2 U Notice Of Draftsperson s Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 5) Q Notice of lr,formal Patent Application (PTO-lslT 

3) I2SI Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s) 5 . 6) □ Other: 



U.S. Patent and Trademark Office ^ 



PT0.326 (Rev. 04-01 ) Office Action Summary 



Part of Paper No. 6 



Application/Control Number: 09/787,201 
Art Unit: 1723 

DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

1 . The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 1 2; 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctiv 
cla.mmg the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. ^ 

2. Claim 2 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. 

Claim 2 is unclear in the expression of "narrow surfaces" since the term narrow is 

a relative term. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

lise 'o?rs."i*rnThl' ^^'T" °' '^f ' P""^"^ publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in th,s country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent inZuS 

2. Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Knollenberg 
1496858 cited as an "X" reference in the Search Report document. 

The document discloses a method for homogenization of liquids, at which the 
liquid is caused to pass through a metal block provided with an inlet channel a, 
channels c and d, which first run radially and then axially, and narrow radial 
channels (gaps) e and f. These channels discharge in a restricted space g, in 
which the liquid from channel e meets the liquid from channel f at high speed. 
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The channel g is connected to a second set of channels c-f, which is connected 
to an outlet channel b. 

3. Claims 1-4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Loo 
2882025. 

The document discloses a method for homogenization of liquids, at which the 
liquid is caused to pass through a metal block valve cone 27, 28, 30, provided 
with an inlet channel 13, channels 17 and 31, 30, which first run radially and then 
axially, and narrow radial channels (gaps) between 38. and 33. These channels 
discharge in a restricted space between 32 and 38, In which the liquid from 
channel 31 meets the liquid from channel 30 at high speed. The channel 36 
which is connected to an outlet channel 15, 16. 

With regards to claim 2, note that the gaps are created between the two narrow 
surfaces between the annular ridges of the interface of 28, and 33 of the seat 26 

and the valve cone 27, 28. 

With regards to claim 3, note the central through flow channel 30, and concentric 

flow channel 31 on the valve seat 26. 

With regards to claim 4, note the liquid departs from the gaps about 38, 33 via a 
channel 36 provided in the valve cone 27. 

Conclusion 

4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. The following disclose method of fluid processing whereby fluid is 
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separated in a concentric path and fed at high speed towards one another: Mayer et al 
4300595, Schumann et al 3219063, and Schneider 3853268. 
5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Tony G Soohoo whose telephone number is (703) 308- 
2882. The examiner can normally be reached on 7:00 AM - 5:00 PM, Tues. - Fri.. The 
fax phone numbers for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned 
are (703) 305-7718 for regular communications and (703) 305-3599 for After Final 
communications. Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this 
application or proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone 
number is (703) 308-0661 . 




Tony G Soohoo 
Primary Examioj 
Art Unit 172^ 
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